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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Inthis report, the stories of 736 people subject to pushbacks in the Western Balkans and Greece
are told. The Border Violence Monitoring Network (BVMN) continued to record high levels of il-
legal cross-border removals throughout the COVID-19 lockdown period and into the relaxation
of measures. First hand accounts of these actions - carried out by both police, state militaries and
Frontex - come from a range of different borders stretching from the Evros river between Greece
and Turkey, tothe Italian-Slovenian border. This publication provides field updates from April and
May, relaying the situation along the EU external border and it's persistently violent character.

Analysis focuses on some of the most startling violations that occurred in recent months,
most notably the spray tagging of transit groups by Croatian police. Testimonies from the
people targeted confirms the wider understanding of Croatian border practices as acts of
torture, inhumane or degrading treatment. Meanwhile, on the other side of the border in
Bosnia-Herzegovina, hard evidence has emerged of the systemic internal violence in the
EU funded camp system with beatings by police and security filmed on camera. With re-
newed pushbacks from Italy, under an “informal readmissions” process with Slovenia, yet
more people are being subjected to this cycle of violence at the border and in the camps.

In Greece, the extension of pushbacks - initiated from across the mainland and Aegean is-
lands - continues to be a prime focus of field reporting. Twelve separate incidents, accounting
for almost 600 people, are published here detailing the transport, detention and violent re-
moval of people to Turkey. The respondents represent a wide demographic and were seized
from a range of urban sites, camps, detention centres and coastal areas: denoting the system-
atised way that Greece is carrying out mass pushbacks. This report also considers pushbacks
into Greek territory from neighbouring Albania, highlighting gross misconduct and violence
on the part of the Frontex mission operating on the border. This evidence firmly implicates
the European agency in illegal border practice and violence against people-on-the-move.
Recent developments such as the court proceedings against Hungary and Croatia are also
the subject of analysis. Litigation news comes alongside other insights, such as updates
from Serbia where army garrisoning, fenced reception centres and fascists attacks have
marked a steep increase in violence against transit communities. The report also covers
an investigation into a shooting by the Greek military, logging by Croatian authorities on
the green border, accomodation pressure in Una-Sana Canton, an analysis of ad hoc ‘chain”
pushbacks from Serbia, and updates on housing evictions across Athens and Thessaloniki.
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GENERAL

REPORTING NETWORK

BVMN is a collaborative project between
multiple grassroots organisations and NGOs
working along the Western Balkan Route and
Greece, documenting violations at borders di-
rected towards people-on-the-move. The mem-
bers have a common website database, used as
a platform to collate testimonies of illegal push-
backs which are gathered through interviews.

TERMINOLOGY

The term pushback is a key component of the sit-
uation that unfolded along the EU borders (Hun-
gary and Croatia) with Serbia in 2016, after the
closure of the Balkan route. Push-back describes
the informal expulsion (without due process) ¢
an individual or group to another coun
lies in contrast to the term “dep
is conducted in a legal fra
have become animpor
migration rEigere of E

METHODOLOGY

The methodological process for these inter-
views leverages the close social contact that we
have as independent volunteers with refugees
and migrants to monitor pushbacks at multiple
borders. When individuals return with signifi-
cant injuries or stories of abuse, one of our vi-
olence reporting volunteers will sit down with
them to collect their testimony. Although the
testimony collection itself is typically with a
group no larger than five persons, the pushback
groups which they represent can be as large
as 50 persons. We have a standardised frame-
work for our interview structure which blends
the collection of hard c (Lo i

officer d

ABBREVIATIONS

BiH - Bosnia and Herzegovina
HR - Croatia

SRB - Serbia

SLO - Slovenia

ROM - Romania

HUN - Hungary

ITA - Italy

MNK - North Macedonia

ALB - Albania

GRK - Greece

TUR - Turkey
EU - European Union



https://www.borderviolence.eu/

TRENDS IN BORDER VIOLENCE

SPRAY-TAGGING ABUSE BY CROATIAN AUTHORITIES

In April, evidence emerged of spray tagging carried
out by Croatian police officers as a means of degrad-
ing treatment, marking out crudely the victims of a
systematically violent border regime. A series of photo-
graphs of people-on-the-move showed orange crosses
had been marked on the crown of their head by police
during pushbacks to BiH. The violations were first in-
vestigated by network member No Name Kitchen, lead-
ing to a report in the Guardian which covered several
separate incidents where tagging was used. Amnesty
International has since gone further in defining these
acts as “torture”, gross allegations which have been evi-
denced for several years by BVMN documentation work.

"THROUGH THE TRANSPARENT
PARTITION THAT SEPARATES THE
DRIVING CABIN FROM THE REAR
AREA, THE RESPONDENT SAW THAT
THE OFFICERS HAD GOT OUT TO
BUY BEER FROM THE SHOP"

Information from locals on the ground, and sources
from inside Miral camp confirm the abuse occurred
across several different locations (close to Poljana and
Sturlic), affecting separate transit groups. In the after-
math, questions were raised about motivation of the
offending officers and whether any accountability ex-
isted. Refusing to answer, the Croatian Ministry of In-
terior (MUP) denied all knowledge of the event, instead
accusing the activists and journalists of defamation. Yet
BVMN spoke to a person affected by these attacks who
could describe in detail being pushed back by drunk-
en Croatian police officers who mocked and laughed
while smothering their heads with paint (see 4.2).

The respondent shared how after being caught near the
Slovenian border by Croatian police, the group had been
takento apolice station where they were denied theright
to asylum, despite making verbal requests. The group
were then loaded into vans and driven away. During the
journey the Croatian officers stopped to buy alcohol:

“Through the transparent partition that separates the
driving cabin from the rear area, the respondent saw
that the officers had got out to buy beer from the shop”

A number of the cases recorded by BVMN show ref-
erences to drunken officers during illegal cross-border

CROSS SPRAYED ON THE HEADS OF PUSHED BACK
TRANSIT GROUP (SOURCE:GUARDIAN)

removals by Croatian police, highlighted by an incident
reported in May (see 4.5). In the latest case, the offi-
cers drove under the influence of alcohol to a stretch of
river close to Poljana, robbed the detained group, beat
them, removed clothing and shoes, and used spray can-
isters to mark crosses across the tops of their heads
and faces. Despite the drunkenness of officers, the
weight of evidence showing consistent rights abuses
at Croatian borders would suggest that alcohol was
not the driving factor behind these attacks, but only
a catalyst to their execution. The recent Amnesty re-
port states spray tagging is congruent with the “routine



https://www.facebook.com/NoNameKitchenBelgrade/photos/pb.309778972753727.-2207520000../975715246160093/?type=3&theater
https://www.amnesty.eu/news/croatia-fresh-evidence-of-police-abuse-and-torture-of-migrants-and-asylum-seekers/
https://www.amnesty.eu/news/croatia-fresh-evidence-of-police-abuse-and-torture-of-migrants-and-asylum-seekers/
https://mup.gov.hr/vijesti/reagiranje-mup-a-na-clanak-britanskog-portala-the-guardian/286198
https://mup.gov.hr/vijesti/reagiranje-mup-a-na-clanak-britanskog-portala-the-guardian/286198
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-6-2020-1900-close-to-poljana-bih/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-28-2020-1300-near-vorkapic-croatia/
https://www.amnesty.eu/news/croatia-fresh-evidence-of-police-abuse-and-torture-of-migrants-and-asylum-seekers/
https://www.amnesty.eu/news/croatia-fresh-evidence-of-police-abuse-and-torture-of-migrants-and-asylum-seekers/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/may/12/croatian-police-accused-of-shaving-and-spray-painting-heads-of-asylum-seekers

[ ] " a - - . W
CROSS SPRAYED ON THE HEADS OF

violent pushbacks and torture by the Croatian po-
lice” occuring at the border. Furthermore, a feature
report by BVMN on pushbacks from Croatia during
2019 found that across 12 months of data, over 80%
or recorded cases amounted to “torture or cruel, in-
humane and degrading treatment” Thus the latest
development of paint tagging is yet another in a long
line of torturous practices, some of which include:

-Excessive and disproportionate force
-Electric discharge weapons (EDWs)
-Forcing to undress

-Threats or excessive force with firearms
-Inhumane treatment inside police vehicles
-Detention with no basic facilities

Clare Daly, MEP for European United Left-Nordic
Green Left, decried the abuses in the LIBE commit-
tee of the European Parliament, particularly the way
groups were “branded™: a description which matches
the dehumanising actions relayed by the respondent.
He described the officers laughing, and states the
painting of heads was used to make them look “like
monkeys”. The treatment illuminates the perverted ac-
tions of the Croatian police, which mediates it’s racist
and islamophobic stance through a growing array of
physical and psychological violence. The way paint

PUSHED BACK TRANSIT GROUP (SOURCE:GUARDIAN)

markings are conferred onto bodies, additional to
the blunt injuries from batons and punches, bears all
the hallmarks of the kind of branding used by fascist
governments to denote those they deem sub-human.
This dehumanising treatment, specifically against
people-of-colour and Muslims, then lays the basis for
the kind of ultra-violence that was also witnessed in
this incident. For example, one family marked with
orange paint told the Guardian how they were also:

“forced to place their heads between the body
and the door of a police vehicle, while police
officers kicked the vehicle door”

Such acts - particularly against parents and their chil-
dren -do not occur without structural racism, a well de-
veloped system of anonymity for perpetrating officers
and a state which firmly supports the use of torture as
a form of border control. To redress the absence of ac-
countability, network member Centre for Peace Studies
have now filed a criminal complaint with the state attor-
ney'’s office based on the evidence of torturous practice
and illegal pushback. But while the pressure mounting
around this case seems to have stemmed the use of
spray tagging, yet more incredibly violent and tortur-
ous practices continue to this day, directly at the behest
of the Croatian state and unchecked by it's EU patrons.



https://www.borderviolence.eu/wp-content/uploads/CORRECTEDTortureReport.pdf
https://www.borderviolence.eu/wp-content/uploads/CORRECTEDTortureReport.pdf
https://twitter.com/GUENGL/status/1260209996047974400
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/may/12/croatian-police-accused-of-shaving-and-spray-painting-heads-of-asylum-seekers
https://www.cms.hr/hr/azil-i-integracijske-politike/cms-predao-kaznenu-prijavu-dorh-u-sustavno-mucenje-i-ponizavanje-izbjeglica-je-kazneno-djelo
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/may/12/croatian-police-accused-of-shaving-and-spray-painting-heads-of-asylum-seekers

FRONTEX PUSHBACKS FROM ALBANIA

In May, BVMN received first hand accounts of push-
backs along Albania’s land border with Greece. This
border has gradually become an alternative for those
travelling the dangerous Western Balkan Route into
Europe. UNHCR statistics for Albania from 2018 show
a fivefold increase in arrivals, and a 14 fold increase
in asylum requests. In response, in May 2019 Frontex
launched their first mission on the sovereign territory
of a non-EU member state. 50 Frontex officers were
deployed to strengthen border security in Albania and
early reports indicated their “success”, reporting that
people crossing from Greece were being apprehend-
ed on a daily basis. This is supported by information
from the Department of Border and Migration which
confirms that 11,344 irregular migrants had been de-
tained at the Albanian border between January 2019
and February 2020. While Germany pulled their
Frontex officers out of Albania during the height of
the COVID-19 pandemic, the mission has continued to
carry out patrols and removals to Greece, evidenced
by testimony published recently by BVMN (see 81).

The latest case involved the violent removal of Mo-
roccan men found by a Frontex patrol in south east-
ern Albania. The officers - reported to be wearing
masks - used excessive force to apprehend the tran-
sit group and disproportionately beat those trying
to evade capture with metal batons. Offering a de-
scription, one man shared how the officers were:

“big, strong, and not ashamed to hit you”
Frontex officials were linked to this case because of
a visual identification made the interviewed group on
the uniforms. When stationed on Frontex missions of-
ficers wear the uniform of their sending state, but are
marked out specifically with a blue armband with the
European agency'’s insignia. The group believed the of-
ficers were from Hungary and Germany (Frontex has
officers from 15 different sending states based in Alba-
nia). Notably, the transit groups recall being taken to a
police station in Bilisht where they were questioned by
Frontex officials on their origins and how they had ar-
rived in Albania. Bilisht is a border town close to Korcé,
which hosts part of the Frontex mission in conjunc-
tion with the Gjirokaster base in the south west. The
group were then pushed back close to Trestenik where
last year news reports saw Frontex boasting about
the number of apprehensions it was making of peo-

ple trying the mountainous foot crossing from Greece.

Less present in Frontex’s outward PR image
is the underlying fact that cross-border push-
backs are often the outcome of these apprehen-
sions, and wide stretches of the green border are
being used to illegally return people to Greece.

Certainly Albania shares a responsibility for the fair
treatment of transit communities, underlined by a re-
cent article by Balkan Insight citing overcrowded re-
ception facilities, with violent gangs, insufficient food,
and dire conditions. However, the development of a
Frontex operation which is carrying out systematical-
ly illegal practice positions the EU, and it's migration
strategy, as the primary actor in redrawing the access
to safe passage through this border. In what might be
considered an inherently neo-colonial fashion, Frontex
is playing an instrumental role in embedding patterns
of violence and neglect of international protection
mandates: seen in the violent pushback recorded re-
cently by BVMN. Whatsmore this is being carried out
with immunity from the Albanian judicial system, a
feature of the new status agreements that Frontex has
signed with various non-member states in the West-
ern Balkans, most recently Serbia and Montenegro.

FRONTEX OFFICERS FROM SLOVENIA WEARING THE AGENCIES
BLUE ARMBAND (SOURCE:FRONTEX)



https://www.unhcr.org/see/wp-content/uploads/sites/57/2019/03/Fact-Sheet-UNHCR-Albania-Updated-31-January-2019.pdf
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/18405/european-police-on-albania-border-to-stem-migrant-flows
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/18405/european-police-on-albania-border-to-stem-migrant-flows
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/18405/european-police-on-albania-border-to-stem-migrant-flows
https://balkaninsight.com/2020/05/06/violence-and-hunger-stalk-refugees-and-migrants-in-albania/
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/23839/frontex-mission-in-greece-continues-despite-corona-pandemic
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/23839/frontex-mission-in-greece-continues-despite-corona-pandemic
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/june-1-2020-0700-trestenik-albania/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-eu-frontex-albania/on-albania-border-patrol-eus-frontex-helps-tackle-migrant-flow-idUSKCN1UJ2BP
https://balkaninsight.com/2020/05/06/violence-and-hunger-stalk-refugees-and-migrants-in-albania/
https://digit.site36.net/2019/11/25/frontex-expands-operations-in-eu-neighbouring-countries/
https://frontex.europa.eu/media-centre/news-release/frontex-launches-first-operation-in-western-balkans-znTNWM

DISAGGREGATED "CHAIN" PUSHBACKS

Since April, BVMN has observed a growing phenom-
ena in disaggregated “chain” pushbacks from Serbia,
via North Macedonia, to Greece. “Chain” pushbacks
refer to cross-border removals which involve three
or more national territories. In the new cases, which
have impacted at least 49 people, the initial pushbacks
originated from camps in Serbia (three from Presevo
and one from Tutin). The Serbian authorities misled
camp residents, promising new camp cards or a trans-
fer on the basis of COVID-19, but instead used force

THESE VIOLENT COLLECTIVE
EXPULSIONS OPERATE IN INCREASED
SILENCE, ESPECIALLY WITH

GLOBAL ATTENTION PREOCCUPIED
WITH THE PANDEMIC AND HUMAN
RIGHTS OBSERVERS UNABLE TO
MONITOR IN THE FIELD DUE TO
HEALTH RESTRICTIONS.

to remove them through the southern border to MNK,
some at gunpoint (see 11). The “chain” aspect of these
cases was completed when the groups were eventual-
ly apprehended by MNK police and removed to Greece,
occurring between 1-11 days after the initial removal.
These sequential pushbacks differ in their organisa-
tion from the “traditional” chain pushbacks carried out
by Slovenian authorities in collaboration with Croatia,
which result in expulsion into either BiH or Serbia.
These sequences are initiated through bilateral read-
mission agreements, and the Slovenian officials use a le-
gal framework (albeit heavily abused) in order to trans-
fer transit groups back into Croatia through official
border crossing points. Within the disaggregated chain
pushbacks noted recently, there have been no reports
of direct contact between Serbian, N. Macedonian or
Greek officers. Serbian authorities conducted the afore-
mentioned push-backs in the region of Lojane (MKD),
taking advantage of the nearby green border (see 1.2),
whilst the N. Macedonian authorities conduct them at
unofficial points on the border fence with Greece in the
region of Gevgelija (MKD), using small gates referred
to by respondents commonly as “the door” (see 3.2).
Comparatively, Slovenian officers are repeatedly de-
scribed as handing over apprehended transit groups
to Croatian authorities as evidenced by an incident
on the 16 February 2020. Network member InfoKol-

SKULL INJURY FROM ROMANIAN PUSHBACK (SOURCE:BVMN)

affirms the fact that these formal “chain” pushbacks
are no less illegal than their adhoc counterparts, and
are regularly mediated through gross administra-
tive malpractice such as signing minors as adults.
As “chain” pushbacks have grown as an institutionalised,
and now informal, part of migration management in the
Western Balkans, a worrying geographical trend is be-
ginning to emerge. A proverbial “snakes and ladders” ef-
fect is being played with transit groups who risk not only
to be removed from one territory to the next, but end
up being violently refouled through several countries. A
respondent recently pushed back from N. Macedonia to
Greece (see 3.4), echoed this concern by asking the police:
“If I go to Greece maybe the police send me to Turkey?”
This legitimate concern is born out by evidence from
Greece, which proves people to be at severe risk of ex-
pulsion to Turkey, particularly under the extraordinary
powers carved out by the Greek government during the
COVID-19 period. Already cases have emerged showing
people have suffered ad hoc removals from Romania,
through Serbia and N. Macedonia, and on into Greece
(see 1.1), including high levels of violence. How far these
chains can stretch relies on the permanence of the ille-
gal border regime being cultivated by the EU and other
states. Latest links in these cycles of border violence
include countries such as Italy, who have begun an in-
tensive, and unlawful, application of readmissions to
Slovenia. Evidence from April and May suggests push-

pa has examined these practices in-depth, showing
how Slovenia illegally implements the readmission
agreement while ignoring requests for asylum. This

backs, through organised and disaggregated means, are
having an increased impact on the lives of people try-
ing to navigate Greece and the Western Balkan Route.
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https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-3-2020-2300-border-of-srb-mnk-close-to-lojane/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-17-2020-2030-lojane-area-north-macedonia/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-26-2020-1700-gevgelija-n-macedonia/
https://push-forward.org/sites/default/files/2019-08/Report%20on%20illegal%20practice%20of%20collective%20expulsion%20on%20slovene-croatian%20border.pdf
https://push-forward.org/sites/default/files/2019-08/Report%20on%20illegal%20practice%20of%20collective%20expulsion%20on%20slovene-croatian%20border.pdf
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/october-24-2019-0000-veliki-cerovec-slovenia/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-6-2020-0000-close-to-idomeni/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/wp-content/uploads/Press-Release_Greek-Pushbacks.pdf
https://www.borderviolence.eu/wp-content/uploads/Press-Release_Greek-Pushbacks.pdf
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-3-2020-2300-border-of-srb-mnk-close-to-lojane/
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/25114/asylum-seekers-illegally-returned-from-italy-to-slovenia-ngos-claim
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/25114/asylum-seekers-illegally-returned-from-italy-to-slovenia-ngos-claim
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-3-2020-2300-border-of-srb-mnk-close-to-lojane/

EANSEH AITYN

COUNTRY-WIDE REMOVALS FROM GREECE

Now that the national lockdown is easing and Greece's
borders open up to international travelers, the govern-
ment has also anticipated increased arrivals via the
Evros region. While original plans to send 400 new-
lv recruited border guards to the area have been put
on hold, last week another 14 police riot units were
sent to bolster security. ELAS (Greek police) also plan
to send another 125 police officers from various de-
partments across the country to strengthen the local
border police departments; and there have been re-
newed commitments from Foreign Minister Dendi-
as to extend the border fence across the Evros river.

During April and May, BVMN have published testimo-

nies that recount the pushback of almost 600 people
from Greece to Turkey, a figure which accounts for
only a fraction of the violent removals occurring at
the border every day. It is clear that pushback prac-
tices have been considerably stepped up in recent
months. Another development which has proved wor-
rying for field workers, and human rights advocates
more broadly, is the increasing frequency of collec-
tive violent expulsions from locations deep into the
mainland. At the beginning of May, BVMN published
first hand testimonies and photographic evidence
documenting collective expulsions from state-run in-
stitutions close to the urban centre of Thessaloniki.



https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-16-2020-0000-ladochori-greece/
https://www.keeptalkinggreece.com/2020/05/17/greece-shields-evros-border-blades-wire-400-border-guards/
https://www.keeptalkinggreece.com/2020/05/17/greece-shields-evros-border-blades-wire-400-border-guards/
https://www.thenationalherald.com/greece_politics/arthro/greek_riot_cops_being_deployed_to_evros_river_border_with_turkey-354914/#gsc.tab=0
https://www.ekathimerini.com/253039/article/ekathimerini/news/foreign-minister-insists-evros-fence-will-be-completed
https://www.ekathimerini.com/253039/article/ekathimerini/news/foreign-minister-insists-evros-fence-will-be-completed
https://www.dw.com/en/migrants-accuse-greece-of-forced-deportations/a-53520642
https://www.dw.com/en/migrants-accuse-greece-of-forced-deportations/a-53520642
https://www.borderviolence.eu/wp-content/uploads/Press-Release_Greek-Pushbacks.pdf

BRUISES FROM BEATINGS DURING PUSHBACK (BUMN).

Not long after it became clear pushbacks of large groups
were also happening in Igoumenitsa as well, on the
Western coast of the mainland. The first testimony (see
6.9) reports that 17 persons were taken from the “jun-
gle”, an informal settlement near the port, and driven for
around 10 hours in a locked police bus “with separate
cells which you cannot run away from... you cannot see
outside”. The second (see 6.12), concerning a group of 15
persons, reports the same transportation, and both re-
ports detail the use of excessive violence by officers. The
respondent in the latter testimony had been documented
by the Greek Asylum Office and UNHCR, and was await-
ing an appointment to receive his International Pro-
tection Application Card; the pushbacks of document-
ed individuals is also a concerning new development.

The breadth of pusbacks, and the locations where
people are at risk of removal seems to have expand-
ed dramatically in recent months. These latest re-
ports show that persons living on the opposite side of
the country can be violently refouled to Turkey with-
in 24 hours, no matter what their status in Greece is.

New developments in current Greek practice include:

e The apprehension and subsequent pushback of
groups from inner-city locations

e Targeted police raids of humanitarian sites and
distributions

e Members of the transit community being used by
police to drive boats in pushbacks

e Pushbacks carried out on increasingly large groups

e Rise in attacks on street homeless groups

e Pushbacks of documented individuals, including

asylum applicants
. Police officers promising regularisation of stay
prior to pushback

Unfortunately these changes are not only confined
to the mainland. Monitoring groups on the Greek is-
lands have also noted that pushbacks in the Aegean
have reached a new level of severity. Network member
Mare Liberum reported pushbacks of those who had al-
ready landed on the shores of Chios, as well as those
with documentation. In spite of all this evidence, Greek
police continue to deny the existence of pushbacks.

One particularly shocking case recorded in May is clear
evidence of the punitive border regime that is emerg-
ing in Greece. The individual reports being apprehend-
ed and pushed back to Turkey from Thessaloniki (see
6.7). After returning to Greece a second time, he was
the victim of a hit and run by a Greek driver which
caused a severe break in his leg (see 611). In Xanthi
hospital, his leg was fixed with a metal bolt that would
later need to be removed, and his wounds were cov-
ered by doctors. Once deemed “fit for transfer”, he was
immediately pushed back to Turkey, despite being un-
able to walk. Now essentially bedridden, the patient
is struggling to access adequate wound care in Istan-
bul, and the early discharge from hospital put him at
severe risk of infection, even potentially leading to
sepsis.” This case is exemplary of two things: firstly
the disregard for human life occuring at this stretch
of the EU external border, secondly the precarious
existence of people across the Greek mainland who
are always at imminent threat of pushback to Turkey,
even when being treated in an emergency department.
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https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-3-2020-0000-feres/
http://schengendangle.jogspace.net/files/2010/02/schengendangle.pdf
http://schengendangle.jogspace.net/files/2010/02/schengendangle.pdf
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-16-2020-0000-ladochori-greece/
https://mare-liberum.org/en/2020/05/13/pushbacks-in-der-aegaeis-erreichen-eine-neue-dimension/
https://www.dw.com/en/migrants-accuse-greece-of-forced-deportations/a-53520642
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-25-2020-0000-evros-delta/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-14-2020-0000-xanthi-hospital-to-evros-river/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-16-2020-0000-ladochori-greece/

UPDATE ON THE SITUATION

CROATIA:

The European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) is now
hearing two cases filed against Croatia for carrying
out illegal pushbacks from its territory. The plain-
tiffs are seeking accountability for their violent re-
moval into BiH during autumn 2018. One case con-
cerns the expulsion of three Syrian people, including
a minor, centering on three major violations of the
European Convention of Human Rights. The latest
evidence from the Croatian border shows gross vio-
lations remain a systematic part of border enforce-
ment, supporting the filling of these two historic cases.

The legal team coordinating the cases, Berlin based
European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights,
cite clear violations of “Article 4 Protocol 4 (prohibition
of collective expulsions) and Article 13 (right to an effec-
tive remedy)”, alongside “Article 3 (inhuman or degrad-
ing treatment)” for the summary return to BiH where the
claimants were subject to inhumane living conditions
and lack of asylum access. BVMN welcome the develop-
ment of these legal challenges to pushbacks at Croatian
borders, especially in light of the protracted efforts made

FORCED DISPERSIONS IN BIH. CONDITIONS WHICH
BREACH ARTICLE 3, ECHR (SOURCE:BVMN

ECHR CASES CALL CROATIAN STATE TO ACCOUNT

by the MUP to destroy evidence and deny wrongdoing
in the face of multiple charges of human rights abuse.

UNFORTUNATELY THE COURT IN
STRASBOURG WAS PREVIOUSLY FOUND TO
BACK EU MEMBERS STATES IN THEIR
APPLICATION OF ILLEGAL COLLECTIVE
EXPULSIONS.

The landmark findings from the Spanish enclave of Me-
lilla produced in February of this year have certainly
come under scrutiny again with these new court pro-
ceedings. Unfortunately the court in Strasbourg was
previously found to back EU members states in their
application of illegal collective expulsions. With Cro-
atia now being examined for it's abuses, those that
have been monitoring the escalation of pushbacks
to Bosnia-Herzegovina since 2018 are hopeful that
a favourable judgment will be passed, so that vio-
lent and illegal practices against people-on-the-move
can finally be called out for the crimes that they are.
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https://www.ecchr.eu/en/case/croatia-to-answer-to-european-court-of-human-rights/
https://www.ecchr.eu/en/case/croatia-to-answer-to-european-court-of-human-rights/
https://www.telegram.hr/politika-kriminal/trojica-sirijaca-tuze-hrvatsku-europskom-sudu-policajci-su-nas-tukli-i-drzali-u-celiji-bez-hrane-i-vode/?fbclid=IwAR1GhIuutFOGyiBZqAZlXHdydZIITOYU_CrkQn9ewKFdNT6rwW4cyyLd2X0
https://www.telegram.hr/politika-kriminal/trojica-sirijaca-tuze-hrvatsku-europskom-sudu-policajci-su-nas-tukli-i-drzali-u-celiji-bez-hrane-i-vode/?fbclid=IwAR1GhIuutFOGyiBZqAZlXHdydZIITOYU_CrkQn9ewKFdNT6rwW4cyyLd2X0
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng-press#{%22itemid%22:[%22003-6638738-8816756%22]}
https://www.borderviolence.eu/is-bosnia-and-herzegovina-a-safe-country-to-readmit-to/

CROATIA:

DEFORESTATION ON THE CROATIAN BORDER

LOGGING CARRIED OUT ON THE HR/BIH BORDER (SOURCE:

Fences and man made obstacles are a common fix-
ture of the EU external border, used to interrupt safe
passage and injure people as they circumvent ever
harder borders. Less common is the logging of en-
tire sections of pinewood forest for the purpose of
detecting ‘“irregular” crossings. However, this has
been the recent approach taken by the Croatian state
who commissioned forestry workers to clear trees
from an eight kilometre stretch of border with BiH.

The act was initiated to “better control the border zone”,
creating lines of visibility where manual and technolog-
ically assisted surveillance operations could pick up
transit groups entering the country. However, discrep-
ancies between the maps used by the loggers and the
geodetic administration caused a minor scandal about
incursions on sovereign territory, as Croatian workers
were seen to be cutting trees from the BiH side. This
is not the first time such issues have been raised, in
August 2018 Croatian police shot live rounds into Bos-
nian farmland near to Glinica. Many respondents also
allege being chased into BiH territory by Croatian police
with batons as they are violently ejected at the border.

AS SEEN IN THE LATEST LOGGING SCANDAL,
IT IS PHYSICAL LANDSCAPE RATHER THAN THE
LANDSCAPE OF ASYLUM ACCESS AND SAFE PAS-
SAGE, WHICH IS CURRENTLY BEING REMOULDED
WITH THE AIM OF HARD BORDERS.

In this latest dispute, the use of border geography as
a weapon against people-on-the-move comes to the
fore again. BVMN have observed in the past how trees
have been used to effect violent pushback scenarios
choreographed by the Croatian police. These include
trip hazards made from logs and beatings with impro-
vised batons made from large tree branches. Mean-
while, rivers and ditches are regularly selected as the
setting for violent attacks at night, where water im-
mersion can cause hypothermia or steep slopes cause
impact injuries from falls. As seen in the latest logging
scandal, it is physical landscape rather than the land-
scape of asylum access and safe passage, which is cur-
rently being remoulded with the aim of hard borders.
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https://zurnal.info/novost/22349/hrvatski-policajci-pucali-na-kuce-u-bih
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/august-7-2019-2200-near-maljevac-border-crossing-bosnia-herzegovina/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/october-22-2019-0400-near-donji-vaganac-croatia/
https://zurnal.info/novost/22357/hrvatski-policajci-pod-prijetnjom-oruzjem-guraju-migrante-u-jarugu
https://crna-hronika.info/skandal-na-granici-sa-hrvatskom-iznad-bihaca-radnici-hrvatskih-suma-sijeku-na-podrucju-bih/127059

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA:

Further grievous bodily harm has been uncovered in the
EU funded camps in BiH. In the previous report BVMN
followed an incident in the Usivak Temporary Recep-
tion Centre in Sarajevo where one man was killed in an
altercation, his family reporting this to be the result of
a fatal attack by a camp security guard. Recent footage
proves categorically that such violence is occurring, and
is being carried out in unison by police and privately
contracted employees in the Temporary Reception sys-
tem. Released by Transbalkanska Solidarnost, the video
shows how Bosnian police and private security hired to
work in the Miral centre run by International Organisa-
tion for Migration (I0OM), “randomly enter containers and
beat people”. As Transbalkanska Solidarnost comments:
“For the last two years the authorities of this [Una-Sa-
na] Canton have been systematically violating hu-
man rights of the people-on-the-move and acting in
contravention with the international treaties signed
by Bosnia as well as the Bosnian constitution.”
The footage is proof of these long standing allegations,
and shows multiple baton strikes being used to injure
people indiscriminately. In February, Miral camp res-
idents led a protest against the conditions they were
being held in, sharing slogans such as “stop beating us”,
both in reference to the Croatian police, but also the
camp authorities themselves. Conditions in the Miral,
like all other centres, have been dire, particularly during
the COVID-19 period. Structural violence is an everyday
reality for camp residents who have access to limited

VIOLENCE INSIDE MIRAL CAMP

food and health care, sleep in overcrowded containers
and are subjected to disproportionate curfew controls.

IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT
THE PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PHYSICAL IN-
JURIES BEING INFLICTED INSIDE CEN-
TRES SUCH AS MIRAL ARE AVOIDABLE.

Alongside this, the level of visceral bodily violence has
reached an intolerable peak in recent months. This was
highlighted by the overcrowding which led to the death
of one man who had tried to scale the perimeter fence
overnight. Alongside the recording of targeted beatings,
deaths like this are a coarse reminder of the realities in-
side Bosnia's camp system. It is also important to note
that the psychological and physical injuries being inflict-
ed inside centres such as Miral are avoidable. But rather
than anomalies, these are conditions willfully enacted
by an EU led migration policy which has outsourced
violence to local actors such as the police and private
security, epitomising modern border externalisation.

THE ENTRANCE TO MIRAL TEMPORARY RECEPTION CENTRE.
(SOURCE: )



https://www.borderviolence.eu/wp-content/uploads/COVID-19-Report.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0L8p4h6WNVE&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3GOMKjL-oX45Za86mYTt1X0iT8RGU4CrWgCfxicoYEG8yWcOQIR5UdYjI
https://transbalkanskasolidarnost.home.blog/
https://www.rferl.org/a/migrants-clash-bosnian-police-migrant-camp-miral-croatia/30436631.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/migrants-clash-bosnian-police-migrant-camp-miral-croatia/30436631.html
https://www.fena.news/bih/a-migrant-dies-of-injuries-while-trying-to-smuggle-into-miral-reception-center/
https://www.fena.news/bih/a-migrant-dies-of-injuries-while-trying-to-smuggle-into-miral-reception-center/
https://www.fena.news/bih/a-migrant-dies-of-injuries-while-trying-to-smuggle-into-miral-reception-center/

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA:

Officials jointly agreed to find a solution to close the
Temporary Centres of Bira and Miral in Biha¢ and Ve-
lika Kladusa. According to Danish Refugee Council and
local media, the IOM is required to prepare the new
Lipa site for the reception of Bira residents, and the
Municipal Council of Velika Kladusa is requested to
cooperate with the Task Force and UN agencies to de-
termine the location for the urgent establishment of a
transitional camp outside the city and relocate people
from makeshift accommodation sites. This comes after
successive reports of violent interventions by Bosnian
police and dispersals from squatted settlements which
culminated last month in a fire in an informal shelter.

Under the new order the owners of residential and aban-
doned buildings where transit groups are staying are
also required to take measures to physically protect the
buildings, increasing the level of pressure on locals who
continue to support people-on-the-move. Activities in
informal settlements are also prohibited to all unautho-
rized organizations and individuals not approved by UN
agencies, their partners or the local Red Cross. The con-
vergence of international NGO monopolies and the crim-

SERBIA:

On 7th May 2020 a far right activist made a targeted

CAMP CLOSURES & PRESSURE ON SOLIDARITY WORK

inalization of solidarity at the local level is a notable pat-
tern across the Western Balkans. The exclusive access
rights also denote the efforts to prevent independent
monitoring of internal displacement and police violence.
The Lipa site, where many are suspected to be moved,
still maintains consistently poor living conditions for
residents. Forced transfers continue despite the site
being over capacity, often resulting in more than 150
people remaining outside of the camp pending entry.
Inside, BVMN spoke to anonymous staff working for
NGOs who declare water access also to be chronically
limited. With the rising number of residents, this lack is
only set to get worse, and poses a direct hygiene risk.
A further issue is the isolation of groups from urban
centres due to the remote location of Lipa, which is
around 25km from the city of Bihac. Even local gov-
ernment official Minister Nermin Kaljic acknowledged
that people “want to be in the city center because of
shops and gas stations where they buy mobile cards”.
Denied basic access to amenities, this back-and-forth
is set to continue, and the new restrictions brought
in relating to accommodation and solidarity work are
only likely to subject people to more cyclical violence.

FASCIST ATTACK IN OBRENEVAC CAMP

Nazi insignia at a war memorial in Novi Sad, fascist im-

attack on the Obrenovac Temporary Reception Cen-
tre on the outskirts of Belgrade. Filip Radovanovi¢, a
member of the fascist “Leviathan” movement, drove
his vehicle at speed into the refugee camp. Fortunate-
ly no-one was injured, though the assault was filmed
by Radovanovi¢ himself and audio clearly shows him
to be declaring violent, racists and islamophobic senti-
ments which marked his motivation to cause physical
harm. In spite of the army checkpoints installed due
to the COVID-19 outbreak, Radovanovi¢ was able to
break through a section of the perimeter fence and al-
most mow down residents standing near the main gate.

The Leviathan movement emerged as an animal pro-
tection group, but has quickly shed this front, and
devoted recent months to racist provocations and at-
tacks such as this assault in Obrenovac. Recently Le-
viathan have been at the centre of a scandal around
the registering of candidates for the upcoming general
election, but political analyst Luka Bozovi¢ describes
“where they are most visible are chases against activ-
ists, attacks on Roma, attacks on the LGBT community”.
Members of the group were also pictured displaying

agery that has been outwardly present in the attacks
led by Chetnik groups against transit squats and No
Name Kitchen volunteers in the western city of Sid.

The latest anti-migrant attack was quickly endorsed by
the movement and a rally was organised the following
day by Leviathan activists outside the camp in Obreno-
vac. Concerningly, it is not only the urban actions which
are putting people at risk of fascist violence. Leader of
the group, Pavle Bihali, recently published footage on
Twitter of Leviathan activists carrying out border pa-
trols close to Romania and harassing people staying in
informal accommodation. In a video they intimidate an
Afghan man, demanding his passport and telling him he
and others are not allowed to stay inthe abandoned build-
ing they are using for shelter. The following day they re-
turned to the site, visibly armed with improvised batons
and bragged about the absence of squat residents, inti-
mating they had collaborated with the police in evicting
the group. These well publicised actions set a worrying
president, and marry up with the escalation of attacks
in urban centres against Serbia’s transit population.
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http://www.uskinfo.ba/m/vijest/johann-sattler-i-eu-zaprijetili-ruznicu-zbog-pokusaja-zatvaranja-centra-bira-i-prebacivanja-migranata-na-lipu/76183?fbclid=IwAR0vEnKDFAPCmqQSfwG13CclnWtkbbUXlN38c5c1HYHyL7HiKS_CbikPhCs
http://www.uskinfo.ba/vijest/zasjedala-operativna-grupa-od-iom-se-zahtijeva-da-pripremi-lokaciju-lipa-zaprihvat-preostalih-migranata-iz-kampa-bira/76128
https://www.klix.ba/vijesti/crna-hronika/migranti-izazvali-velike-pozare-u-dva-napustena-objekta-u-velikoj-kladusi/200519008?fbclid=IwAR0NOz34NrNl0izmPiPswtVgZ3zNRNufG4aQWx27h6-oLBEKHipGYYd1Y9k
https://cazin.ba/dnevno-iz-lipe-pobjegne-vise-od-stotinu-migranata-oni-zele-da-budu-u-samom-centru-grada/
http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a596797/Kolima-probio-ogradu-i-uleteo-u-Prihvatni-centar-za-migrante-u-Obrenovcu.html
http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a596797/Kolima-probio-ogradu-i-uleteo-u-Prihvatni-centar-za-migrante-u-Obrenovcu.html
http://rs.n1info.com/English/NEWS/a608419/Serbian-election-commission-registers-right-wing-group.htmlhttp://rs.n1info.com/English/NEWS/a608419/Serbian-election-commission-registers-right-wing-group.html
http://www.masina.rs/eng/right-wingers-organize-a-rally-in-front-of-a-migrant-reception-centre-in-support-of-an-arrested-member-of-far-right-organization-levijatan/
http://www.masina.rs/eng/right-wingers-organize-a-rally-in-front-of-a-migrant-reception-centre-in-support-of-an-arrested-member-of-far-right-organization-levijatan/
https://balkaninsight.com/2020/02/06/serbia-orders-activists-to-leave-after-confronting-chetniks/
https://balkaninsight.com/2020/02/06/serbia-orders-activists-to-leave-after-confronting-chetniks/
http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a599169/Skup-desnicara-ispred-migrantskog-kampa-u-Obrenovcu.html
https://twitter.com/pasazot/status/1263403665009840134
https://twitter.com/pasazot/status/1264202475122368513

ARMY DEPLOYMENT AND FENCED CAMPS

During May, the Serbian military were deployed to the
western border area with Croatia, and are now stationed
around the camps of Adasevci, Sid and Principovac.
This comes alongside news that the army is also pro-
curing around 2.5 tons of razor wire to build perimeters
around several temporary reception centres in Serbia.

Rados Djurovic, from Serbia’s Asylum Protection Cen-
tre, told Balkan Insight that guarding camps and de-
terring informal transit is “by no means the role of the
army”. However, during the rise of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, security forces across the Balkan Route - such
as in Slovenia - have come to the fore as prime ac-
tors in the management of migration flows. In Sid this
trend had already begun with the installment of Spe-
cial Police in February, framed by the Serbian Interior
Ministry as a move to ensure “safety of our citizens".

This narrative has been stoked in recent weeks in the
build up to the general elections in Serbia. A hardline con-
servative stance on migration has been a reliable elec-
toral route for current President Vuci¢, who is set to run
uncontested with opposition to the Serbian Progressive
Party boycotting the polls. Contrary to the projected
narrative of transit communities as a “security threat”,
the majority of violent incidents recorded in the Sid area
have been carried out by far right groups and police di-
visions, as previously evidenced by BVMN reports. Yet,
this false rhetoric around transit populations has suc-
cessfully beckoned in more draconian policies, and the
preconditions for the fencing of camps: sites which have
already come closer to looking like prisons during the
COVID-19 lockdown period. A joint statement from Wom-
en in Black, Al1 - The Initiative for Economic and Social
Rights, and Info Park shared that these latest develop-
ments were “militarizing the refugee tragedy in Serbia”.



http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a601522/RSE-Ministarstvo-odbrane-kupuje-zilet-zicu-za-ogradjivanje-centara-za-migrante.html?fbclid=IwAR2GkStwg_Cms2wLls-_9xnbfBaehrP67sfsf9bfcPid-CyxO5LKmdldi18
https://balkaninsight.com/2020/05/18/serbian-move-to-deploy-army-near-migrant-camps-questioned/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/letter-to-the-commision-on-the-proposed-deployment-of-slovenian-army/
http://rs.n1info.com/English/NEWS/a573683/Serbia-increases-police-presence-in-Sid-due-to-burglaries-involving-migrants.html
http://rs.n1info.com/English/NEWS/a573683/Serbia-increases-police-presence-in-Sid-due-to-burglaries-involving-migrants.html
http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a600746/Paunovic-Prisustvo-VS-u-Sidu-bez-razloga-populisticka-poruka-za-vreme-kampanje.html
https://www.borderviolence.eu/wp-content/uploads/October_Report_2019_.pdf
http://rs.n1info.com/Vesti/a601102/NVO-Sta-je-povod-za-vojsku-u-migrantskim-kampovima-nije-bilo-incidenata.html?fbclid=IwAR21pxRUswh6zhea1O2t5DwQJfqscgRaxSwgctufeDRNac9inrQWfQ0xI2U

GREECE :

GREEK MILITARY IDENTIFIED IN KILLING

Gulzars clothing (Source:Bellingcat)

An open source investigation lead by Bellingcat, Light-
house Reports, der Spiegel and Forensic Architecture
released a summary of it's findings in May, implicating
Greek authorities in the killing of Muhammad Gulzar. The
investigation relates to the period in early March, when
thousands of people attempted to reach Greece, believ-
ing that Turkish leader Recep Erdogan had “opened”
the border. Gulzar, who was fatally wounded on the 4th
March 2020, was one of eight people that the investiga-
tion identified as gunshot victims who sustained their
wounds as Greek authorities fired across the border.
BVMN, among others, reported on the events at the time,
interviewing people who had been targeted with live
rounds in the Kastanies-Pazarkule border crossing point.

Through analysing a wealth of footage taken on the 4th
March 2020, the investigative alliance were able to suc-
cessfully identify the events leading to Gulzar’s killing.
Matches were made between clothing recovered from
the scene, and footage of Gulzar’s injured body being re-
moved. Meanwhile, a schematic mapping of the move-
ments caught on multiple frames of footage was able
to illuminate the movement of Gulzar on the Turkish
side of the border, including the points where Greek au-

thorities hit and wounded him and others as they stood
in the farmland area due south of the border crossing.
Ballistics from Gulzars postmortem indicate a 5.56mm
bullet was used in the killing. The use of these live
rounds, though firmly denied by the Greek state, is
backed up by audio evidence from the day. The investiga-
tors sought analysis from audio forensics expert Steven
Beck who identified “the distinctive acoustic signature
of live rounds” in footage filmed at the time of the killing.

Greek police and army were both bearing automat-
ic assault rifles and mini machine guns during the
standoff at the border. Notably, this use of firearms
extends into the regular pushbacks reported from the
Evros border (see 6.2). In these cases arms are often
used more as intimidation than for actual discharge
because Greek police avoid making noise while re-
moving people across the Evros river in order not to
alert Turkish forces. Yet the presence of this weapon-
ry in BVMN reports on “regular” pushbacks supports
the investigation’s findings: namely that armed Greek
authorities patrolling the border use live weapons and
in early March turned these on unarmed transit groups
which resulted in the death of Muhammad Gulzar.
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https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2020/05/08/the-killing-of-muhammad-gulzar/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/new-report-on-violations-at-greek-borders/
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https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-16-2020-0000-meric-river-grk-tur/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-16-2020-0000-meric-river-grk-tur/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1SFSZDkDxf-6B3jcWByhcHf8AIIepcbwu&ll=41.651202088629056%2C26.49202315000001&z=15

GREECE:

The position of both transit communities and settled
asylum seeker groups in Greece has been impacted
deeply by decisions made by the right-wing Mitso-
takis government since 2019. Pushbacks and nar-
rowing access to international protection represent
two initiatives that have expanded under his lead-
ership. Aligned with this, housing is also a contested
field where the government has made recent efforts
to dislodge what were already limited provisions.

In May the government announced the movement of
over 11.000 people from their subsidised accommoda-
tion sites and reception facilities. Though framed as a
“transfer” by the Migration Minister Notis Mitarakis, the
act has widely been seen as a thinly veiled eviction of
a large swathes of the refugee and asylum seeker pop-
ulation in Greece. People took to the streets in Athens

to decry this move, citing it as a clear attempt to force
the refugee population into destitution and homeless-
ness, given that many do not have financial resources to

MASS HOUSING EVICTIONS

support themselves in private rented accommodation.

BVMN RECORDED ALMOST 668 PEOPLE
BEING ILLEGALLY REMOVED TO TURKEY
FROM GREECE IN APRIL AND MAY

The Mitsotakis government has reduced the tenure of
housing from six down to one month for those who re-
ceive their protection status. The latest closures and
evictions are in line with this move to remove basic ac-
commodation services in Greece, and make it harder for
people to stay in the country. The enforced homeless-
ness also has a direct link to the risk of being pushed
back to Turkey. BVMN recorded almost 600 people be-
ing illegally removed to Turkey from Greece in April and
May. Notably, the vast majority were seized by police
from the street, squatted sites or informal settlements
close to the official camps. It is concerning that an ad-
ditional 11,000 people are now also at risk of this fate.

A FAMILY FROM IDLIB, SYRIA. ONE OF THE MANY SUBJECT TO THE

NEW EVICTIONS (SOURCE:EDNHUB)
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https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/25101/up-to-11-000-refugees-at-risk-of-homelessness-in-greece
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/25101/up-to-11-000-refugees-at-risk-of-homelessness-in-greece
https://www.ednh.news/thousands-face-homelessness-in-greek-refugee-relocation-push/
https://www.ednh.news/thousands-face-homelessness-in-greek-refugee-relocation-push/
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ITALY:

During the last month, large numbers of people have
been removed from ltaly, through Slovenia and Cro-
atia, into Serbia or Bosnia. Italian authorities, who
are fast becoming the final link in the “chain” of the
pushback phenomenon on the Western Balkan Route,
have been illegally expelling new arrivals apprehend-
ed in the border area under an “informal readmis-
sions” agreement with Slovenia. The violations even
impacted those found in the urban zones of central
Trieste, notably including asylum seekers who have
already registered their claim for international pro-
tection. According to media reports, around 30 peo-
ple appear to have been re-sent to Slovenia in just a
single day. This is not the first time cases have been
recorded from the Italian/Slovenian border. In August
last year when BVMN, via its parnter organization No
Name Kitchen, recorded the pushback of a group from
the area near Fernetti, who were subject to an equal
level of malpractice by attending police forces. How-
ever, the development of the practice has shown a
sharp rise in application during the COVID-19 period.

ABUSE OF READMISSIONS TO SLOVENIA

The removals are being justified with an old agree-
ment made in 1996 that allows Italian police to read-
mit in Slovenia those who were found next to the bor-
der (previously it was 5 km, now within 10 km) within
24 hours from their arrival. One of the grounds used
to remove people from ltaly is their right to apply for
asylum in Slovenia where they transited. This illusion,
which BVMN, throughits partner organization InfoKol-
pa. have evidenced to be consistently false, was also
supported by a recent court finding in Genoa where an
Italian judge stayed a removal order under the Dublin
Agreement. The court found “the conditions of receiv-
ing refugees in Slovenia and systemic shortcomings
in the asylum procedure” strong enough grounds to
halt the removal, raising questions as to how author-
ities in the border area can now effect such readmis-
sions with impunity. The Italian Consortium of Soli-
darity (ICS) and Caritas Trieste challenged this abuse
of the bilateral agreement with Slovenia, arguing that
“readmissions or other forms of rejection at the bor-
der of those that intend to claim asylum are illegal”.

=

ITALIAN POLICE PATROLLING CENTRAL TRIESTE
THE BALKAN ROUTE (SOURCE: ) (SOURCE: )
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https://www.ansa.it/friuliveneziagiulia/notizie/2020/05/25/migranti-oltre-70-migranti-rintracciati-a-trieste-da-ieri_d5bc2aa7-eabc-4a19-937d-544f28c25afc.html
https://www.ansa.it/friuliveneziagiulia/notizie/2020/05/25/migranti-oltre-70-migranti-rintracciati-a-trieste-da-ieri_d5bc2aa7-eabc-4a19-937d-544f28c25afc.html
https://capodistria.rtvslo.si/news/friuli-venezia-giulia/confine-italo-sloveno-ora-i-migranti-preoccupano-piu-del-coronavirus/525180?fbclid=IwAR3Vgn-2YOuEfge7mq-k8duAjSmpRE_Zf3NXqFMvezX0Z2ItcrRgr7gwsbg
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/august-5-2019-0700-fernetti-italy/
https://www.asgi.it/allontamento-espulsione/rotta-balcanica-asgi-interrompere-le-riammissioni-illegali-al-confine-italo-sloveno/
http://BVMN and its partner InfoKolpa
http://BVMN and its partner InfoKolpa
https://medium.com/are-you-syrious/ays-special-italian-court-stops-deportation-to-slovenia-meanwhile-pushbacks-continue-a0370c30cd02
http://www.icsufficiorifugiati.org/blog/
http://www.icsufficiorifugiati.org/blog/
https://www.lineadombra.org/2020/03/29/trieste-sospensione-dellattivita-di-linea-dombra/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/news-from-trieste-covid-19-and-pushbacks/

Yet Italian authorities have been firmly in support
of the violations, the vice mayor of Trieste stating:

“We have to pushback as in all the other States that
care about their own inner protection. We need
to give the order to pushback so that not a single
person can cross our borders. The only right pol-
icy towards this problem is the use of pushback”

Such statements echo the level of cross-national collab-
oration between lItaly, Slovenia and Croatia in order to
violently refoule people in this essential “domino effect”.
Volunteers from Trieste - Linea d'Ombra and La Strada
Sicura - spoke to some people affected by this process,
who had shared their experience in an online video. The
incident concerned a 34 year-old person that gave fin-
gerprints in Italy on 19th May 2020 and was asked by
the police to attend the station the following morning.
However he was taken later that day by Italian police,
along with 20 other people, and pushed back to Slove-
nia. Slovenia then carried out a chain removal to Croatia
where the group were robbed and issued death threats

HUNGARY

The last two months have thrown the Hungarian asy-
lum system into turmoil. As laid out in previous re-
ports, the European Court of Justice (ECJ) has ruled
that Hungary's practice to reject almost all asylum
applicants based on inadmissibility, if the applicant
has transited through a “safe” country, is incompati-
ble with European law. In a second case, the ECJ de-
cided that the transit centers at the Hungarian border,
the only entry point to the Hungarian asylum system,
constitute unlawful detention. In effect, this means
that the ECJ) has overturned some of the most import-
ant elements of Hungary’s inhumane asylum system.

Rozke Transit Zone where people were recently
released from unlawful detention (Source:GlobalDe-

tentionProject)

by officers. Finally the group were ejected into Serbia,
completing the third successive removal in the chain,
despite lodging asylum requests on several occasions.

A video published recently states that Italian police forc-
es will continue these push-backs in collaboration with
Slovenia (another 40 police agents from Rome were
dispatched at the border as a marker of intent). Since
this rise in border controls, the number of arrivals has
staved constant, with the difference that almost every-
one is intercepted at the border, diminishing the num-
ber reaching the streets of Trieste. Whether they will
be accepted or re-admitted is unknown, but the threat
of pushback is heightened under this new order. Mean-
while on the Slovenian side, recent news coverage of
personnel in military uniform harassing members of the
public who were hillwalking close to the border suggests
that authorities demanded “if you see migrants call us”.
In sum, the regressive controls on the Italian-Slovenian
border seem to be shifting its management ever closer
to its counterparts further south on the Balkan Route.

TWO HUNGARIAN TRANSIT ZONES CLOSED

Hungarian politicians grudgingly followed the ECJ’s rul-
ings in May. While senior politicians pointed out that
they still believed in the legality of Hungary's inad-
missibility criteria and stressed “security” implications
of the ECJ's judgments, Hungary did close the transit
centers in Részke and Tompa. More than 300 asylum
seekers, some of whom had been unlawfully impris-
oned for more than a year, have been freed as a result.
Clearly, BVMN welcomes the closure of Roszke and
Tompa, which mark the end to some of the most out-
rageous human rights violations within the European

HUNGARY IS MOVING TO REPLACE ITS
FRAUDULENT ASYLUM SYSTEM WITH NO
ASYLUM SYSTEM AT ALL.

Union. At the same time, there is cause for concern as
Hungary is moving to replace its fraudulent asylum sys-
tem with no asylum system at all. In response to the
ECJ's rulings, Hungarian government spokespersons
have announced that all asylum seekers would need to
apply for protection at embassies in surrounding coun-
tries - a clear violation of the Geneva Convention. If
Hungary actually implements this policy, it will become
virtually impossible to receive asylum status in Hun-
gary. In this context more litigation is sure to follow.
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https://www.borderviolence.eu/wp-content/uploads/COVID-19-Report.pdf
https://www.borderviolence.eu/wp-content/uploads/COVID-19-Report.pdf
https://hungarytoday.hu/hungary-roszke-transit-zone-varga/
https://balkaninsight.com/2020/05/21/hungary-to-close-transit-zones-after-european-court-ruling/
https://balkaninsight.com/2020/05/21/hungary-to-close-transit-zones-after-european-court-ruling/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/hungary-frees-refugees-trapped-border-tightens-rules-200521203317243.html
https://www.ansa.it/friuliveneziagiulia/notizie/2020/05/12/migranti-dalla-notte-scorsa-giunte-140-persone_edc7b891-e7d7-4e2a-b0f5-784d02aa615c.htoml
https://www.borderviolence.eu/news-from-trieste-covid-19-and-pushbacks/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/news-from-trieste-covid-19-and-pushbacks/
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=2948075061976238&id=100003213191206
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hpXWxmf8Xmw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.ilfriuli.it/articolo/cronaca/migranti-e-rotta-balcanica-controlli-rafforzati-al-confine/2/220080
https://ilpiccolo.gelocal.it/trieste/cronaca/2020/06/03/news/rotta-balcanica-nuova-ondata-di-migranti-e-ora-il-silos-si-ripopola-di-fantasmi-1.38922570
https://ilpiccolo.gelocal.it/trieste/cronaca/2020/06/03/news/rotta-balcanica-nuova-ondata-di-migranti-e-ora-il-silos-si-ripopola-di-fantasmi-1.38922570
https://ilmanifesto.it/cacciatori-di-migranti/?fbclid=IwAR0xn4hodBKnykS2kSzRDZve_j7nxp0GZziJa9LnlfGEtGdGWuQbZ5uOGP0
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/europe/hungary/detention-centres/1938/roszke-transit-zone-detention-centre
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/europe/hungary/detention-centres/1938/roszke-transit-zone-detention-centre

GLOSSARY OF REPORTS, APRIL/MAY 2020

The Network covered the pushback of 736 peo- The cases involved:

ple across 30 separate incidents in April and May. ¢ Twelve pushbacks to Greece (three chain

The reports account for a wide demographic of pushbacks from Serbia, six direct pushbacks

people including men, women and minors, those from Northern Macedonia, two direct from

in official camp accommodation and others in in- Italy and one direct from Albania).

formal settlements. The respondents also originate ¢ One direct pushback from Serbia to Northern

from a broad set of countries, including: Syria, Macedonia.

Egypt, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, ¢ Four direct pushbacks from Croatia to Bosnia.

Sri Lanka, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Iran, Kurd- ¢ One direct pushback from Croatia to Serbia.

istan, Irag, Syria, Palestine, Eritrea and Somalia. Twelve direct pushbacks from Greece to Tur-
key.

SERBIA TO GREECE
11 3rd April 14th April 16 Iran, Morocco, Algeria
1.2 17th April 23rd April 20 Afghanistan, Pakistan, Morocco, Algeria
1.3 19th April 23rd April 12 Algeria
SERBIA TO NORTHERN MACEDONIA
21 17th April 4th May 6 Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco
NORTHERN MACEDONIA TO GREECE
31 22nd April 23rd April 4 Morcco, Palestine, Tunisia
3.2 26th April 4th May 10 Morocco, Algeria
3.3 2nd May 5th May 4 Morocco
34 6th May 10th May 1 Algeria
3.5 11th May 12th May 9 Morcco
3.6 30th May 31st May 16 Syria, Pakistan, Afghanistan, India
CROATIA TO BOSNIA
41 6th April 11th April 16 Afghanistan
4.2 6th April 28th May 20 Pakistan
4.3 20th May 25th May 6 India
4.4 28th May 1st June 3 Morocco
CROATIA TO SERBIA
51 15th May | 22nd May 5 Morocco, Algeria
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https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-3-2020-2300-border-of-srb-mnk-close-to-lojane/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-17-2020-2030-lojane-area-north-macedonia/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-19-2020-0000-lojane/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-17-2020-1900-between-miratovac-srb-and-lojane-mkd/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-22-2020-0200-gevgelia/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-26-2020-1700-gevgelija-n-macedonia/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-2-2020-0330-alongside-the-railway-that-connect-thessaloniki-with-bitola/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-6-2020-0000-close-to-idomeni/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-11-2020-0006-in-the-region-of-gevgelija-along-the-vardar-river/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-30-2020-0000-gevgelija-n-macedonia/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-6-2020-2020-close-to-basara-hr/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-6-2020-1900-close-to-poljana-bih/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-20-2020-1900-near-sturlic-bih/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-28-2020-1300-near-vorkapic-croatia/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-15-2020-2206-in-the-rural-areas-surrounding-vinkovci/

GREECE TO TURKEY
61 31st March 13th April 40 Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Palestine, Syr-
ia, Iragq, Morcco, Algeria, Tunia
6.2 16th April 2nd May 50 Afghanistan, Morocco, Algeria
6.3 17th April 4th May 50 Afghanistan, Pakistan, Syria, Algeria
6.4 18th April 26th May 40 Morocco, Afghanistan, Pakistan
6.5 23rd April 29th April 22 Afghanistan, Pakistan, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia
6.6 23rd April 3rd May 24 Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia
6.7 25th April 9th May 50 Algeria, Morocco, Pakistan, Syria, Iran, Sri Lanka,
Afghanistan
6.8 28th April 4th May 30 Afghanistan, Syria, Morocco, Algeria
6.9 3rd May 8th May 60 Afghanistan, Pakistan, Syria
610 6th May 12th May 70 Afghanistan, Pakistan, Syria, Algeria, Morocco,
Tunisia
611 14th May 18th May 30 Eritrea, Somalia, Syria, Palestine, Morocco
612 16th May 23rd May 120 Afghanistan, Kurdistan (Iraq)
ITALY TO GREECE
71 23rd April 25th April 2 Afghanistan
72 24th May 28th May 1 Kurdistan
ALBANIA TO GREECE
81 | 1st June | 1st June 7 Morocco
*Find all reports on the database here.

NETWORK STRUCTURE AND CONTACT

BVMN is a volunteer led endeavour, acting as an al-
liance of organisations in the Western Balkans and
Greece. BVMN is based on the efforts of participant
organizations working in the field of documenta-
tion, media, advocacy and litigation. We finance the
work through charitable grants and foundations, and
are not in receipt of funds from any political organ-
isation. The expenditures cover transport subsidies
for volunteers in the field and four paid positions.

To follow more from the Border Violence Monitoring
Network, check out our website for the entire tes

timony archive, previous monthly reports and reg-
ular news pieces. To follow us on social media, find
us on Twitter handle @Border_Violence and on Face-
book. For further information regarding this report
or more on how to become involved please email
us at mail@borderviolence.eu. For press and media
requests please contact: press@borderviolence.eu
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https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/march-31-2020-0000-meric-river-btw-grk-tur/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-16-2020-0000-meric-river-grk-tur/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-17-2020-0000-greek-turkish-border-near-edirne/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-18-2020-0000-btw-soufli-grk-and-meric-tur/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-23-2020-2200-evros-border/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-23-2020-0000-near-to-uzunkopru/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-25-2020-0000-evros-delta/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-28-2020-2200-evros-border/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-3-2020-0000-feres/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-6-2020-0000-near-ipsala-turkey/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-14-2020-0000-xanthi-hospital-to-evros-river/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-16-2020-0000-ladochori-greece/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/april-23-2020-2000-ancona-port/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/may-24-2020-0400-port-of-igoumenitsa/
https://www.borderviolence.eu/violence-reports/june-1-2020-0700-trestenik-albania/
http://borderviolence.eu/

