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This report gathers updates from February and brings together first-hand
testimonies from a range of countries in the region to look at the way European
Union states and other actors are affecting systemic violence towards people
crossing borders. It also includes general insights from advocacy actions taken
by members of the network and other allied organizations. 

This month, the severe harassment against people on the move (POM) by the
authorities in Serbia continues. In what can be interpreted as a concerted effort to
keep people away from the northern half of the country, Transit Reception Centres
in the north continue to be closed and a police operation has been implemented
at the border with Bosnia in order to forcefully relocate POM staying in the area.
Meanwhile, the Obrenovac Asylum Centre in Belgrade barely allows new
registrations, and at least one group of people has been reportedly pushed back
to Bulgaria directly from these facilities. The videos of a violent pushback from
Serbia to North Macedonia at the beginning of February have become a public
example of these systematic violations, which are encouraged by the European
Union’s strategy for border externalisation.

This strategy is likely to be mirrored in Bosnia and Herzegovina through increased
collaboration with Frontex as conversations with the Agency have started this
month. At the moment, Bosnia remains one of the very few countries in the region
without the presence of the EU Agency, but the authorities of the country seem
determined to change that. This is despite widespread evidence of Frontex’s
involvement or complicity in human rights violations in countries where they are
present as revealed by an investigative report on pushbacks from Bulgaria to
Turkey this month by BIRN. 

In Greece, the denial of access to the asylum procedure, along with other
violations, has been met with a hunger strike by 36 Egyptian nationals at the
Corinth pre-removal detention facility. Meanwhile, new updates and reports from
the Samos and Lesvos CCACs continue to shed light on the lack of an institutional
response to the inhumane conditions of the facilities, characterised by severe
overcrowding and lack of adequate shelter and medical care. Moreover, this
month, we received reports describing coercive practices that force people to
give up their rights to state-funded accommodation and financial assistance if
they want to travel outside of Samos, along with state pressure to be transferred
to the mainland at the Lesvos CCAC. The inhumane conditions at the centres
often force people to sign these papers.

Updates from Turkey include the implementation of the so-called Mobile
Migration Points, which have increased the scrutiny and harassment of POM in the
public spaces, leading to a massive rise in the number of arrests, detentions and
deportations in the country. Activist groups have denounced the dangers that
many people face upon deportation to their countries of origin and the lack of
transparency and communication that often surrounds the detention of POM. This
“incommunicado”
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“incommunicado” detention was brought to light this month by a group of
lawyers who have been unable to establish contact with their clients for almost
two weeks, an illegal and especially worrisome practice given the existence of
multiple reports and testimonies outlining inhumane conditions and ill-treatment
at many of these centres. The death of the Syrian national Hasan Muhammed in a
Removal Center under suspicion of torture in January, which remains not
independently investigated, constitutes one example of the impunity that
surrounds the practices and abuses in these facilities - and so many others. 

The last part of this report looks into the highly questionable evaluations of
Frontex implementation of its 2019 Regulation and Frontex obligations in the
context of search and rescue operations by the EU Commission and the European
Ombudswoman, the lack of accountability surrounding the Agency increased by
the absence of independent and thorough examinations, and follow-up on these
practices. 



[1] BVMN is a network of watchdog organisations active in the Balkans, Greece
and Turkey including Rigardu, Are You Syrious, Mobile Info Team, PIC, InfoKolpa,
Collective Aid, Blindspots, Pushback Alarmphone Austria and I Have Rights,
Center for Legal Aid and Mission Wings

GENERAL

The term pushback is a key component of the situation that unfolded
along the EU borders (Hungary and Croatia) with Serbia in 2016, after
the closure of the Balkan Route. Pushback describes the informal
expulsion (without due process) of an individual or group to another
country. This lies in contrast to the term “deportation”, which is
conducted in a legal framework. Pushbacks have become an
important, if unofficial, part of the migration regime of EU countries and
elsewhere.

TERMINOLOGY

The methodological process for these interviews leverages the close
social contact that we have as independent volunteers with refugees
and migrants to monitor pushbacks at multiple borders. When
individuals return with significant injuries or stories of abuse, one of our
violence reporting volunteers will sit down with them to collect their
testimony. Although the testimony collection itself is typically with a
group no larger than five persons, the pushback groups which they
represent can exceed 50 persons. We have a standardised framework
for our interview structure which blends the collection of hard data
(dates, geo-locations, officer descriptions, photos of injuries/medical
reports, etc.) with open narratives of the abuse. 

METHODOLOGY

BVMN [1] is a collaborative project between multiple grassroots
organisations and NGOs working along the Western Balkan Route and
Greece, documenting violations at borders directed towards people-on-
the-move. The partners have a common website database, used as a
platform to collate testimonies of illegal pushbacks which are gathered
through interviews.

REPORTING NETWORK 

BiH - Bosnia and Herzegovina
HRV - Croatia 
SRB - Serbia 
SLO - Slovenia
ROM - Romania
HUN - Hungary

AUT - Austria
MNK - North Macedonia
GRC - Greece
BGR - Bulgaria
TUR - Turkey
EU - European Union

REPORTING NETWORK 
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UPDATE
ON THE
SITUATION



Throughout the month of February, different NGOs have been regularly servicing a
population of people sleeping rough outside of the Obrenovac Asylum Centre (AC),
near Belgrade. This population has fluctuated in numbers from 10 - 70, consisting of
adult men, families, and groups of unaccompanied minors. This month, people
staying outside of the camp shared that the centre has seldom allowed the
registration of new people, especially those coming from Afghanistan who have been
reportedly referred to by the Commissariat - Serbian authorities responsible for the
facilities - as ‘Taliban’. At the moment, there is an estimated population of 50 people
in the 1200-capacity camp, including only those already registered in the Serbian
asylum process and staying long-term in the centre. The Obrenovac AC has also
opened up its 200 capacity quarantine area designed for the COVID pandemic,
where they allow people to stay overnight, within a curfew, as described in the
November Balkan regional report. However, reporters from BVMN-partner
organisation Collective Aid have been told this area is cramped and has no access
to charging, and people are often reluctant to use the space after police and the
Commissariat have confirmed systematic evictions directly from the quarantine
area. 

People we have spoken to staying outside the camp consistently report being
subject to violence and harassment by police and the Commissariat security
throughout the month of February, as well as forced relocations to state camps in the
south of Serbia - namely the Sjenica & Tutin Asylum Centres. One of these forced
relocations took place on February 2nd, when 2 buses arrived at the Obrenovac AC
and reportedly took 150-200 people from within the quarantine area and outside of
the camp, including families. Moreover, there have been reported instances of shelter
items and personal belongings of people staying outside being destroyed by the
authorities, as well as of physical violence and verbal assaults. 

̆́˵˲̅˶ ̀˿ ̅˹˶ ̄˺̅̆˲̅˺̀˿̖̣̄̓̒̚
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https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/89400
https://borderviolence.eu/reports/balkan-regional-report-november-2023/


https://help.unhcr.org/serbia/about-unhcr-in-serbia/what-is-the-role-of-unhcr-in-the-republic-of-serbia/


https://legis.mk/videos-show-migrants-stripped-of-clothing-in-freezing-temperatures-at-serbian-border/
https://legis.mk/
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/42.2428506,21.6647902/6MHW%2B6WF,+Tabanovce,+North+Macedonia/@42.2404996,21.6595546,14z/data=!4m9!4m8!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x1354573142b3e33f:0x4f9b6a85e28e6a19!2m2!1d21.697307!2d42.228075!3e2?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/42.2428506,21.6647902/6MHW%2B6WF,+Tabanovce,+North+Macedonia/@42.2404996,21.6595546,14z/data=!4m9!4m8!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x1354573142b3e33f:0x4f9b6a85e28e6a19!2m2!1d21.697307!2d42.228075!3e2?entry=ttu
https://weatherspark.com/h/d/148473/2024/2/9/Historical-Weather-on-Friday-February-9-2024-at-Skopje-%22Alexander-the-Great%22-Airport-Macedonia#Figures-Temperature
https://legis.mk/
https://insajder.net/teme/dramaticne-slike-migranata-civilni-sektor-tvrdi-da-su-polunagi-vraceni-iz-srbije-u-severnu-makedoniju-mup-negira-umesanost-u-kolektivno-proterivanje-video
https://www.azilsrbija.rs/?lang=en
https://twitter.com/APC_CZA/status/1758190330413744611
https://twitter.com/APC_CZA/status/1755951707123544254
https://www.police.hu/hu/hirek-es-informaciok/hatarinfo/illegalis-migracio-alakulasa?weekly_migration_created%5Bmin%5D=2024-01-01+00%3A00%3A00&weekly_migration_created%5Bmax%5D=2025-01-01+00%3A00%3A00
https://www.police.hu/hu/hirek-es-informaciok/hatarinfo/illegalis-migracio-alakulasa?weekly_migration_created%5Bmin%5D=2024-01-01+00%3A00%3A00&weekly_migration_created%5Bmax%5D=2025-01-01+00%3A00%3A00


https://fra.europa.eu/en/law-reference/european-convention-human-rights-article-3-0#:~:text=No%20one%20shall%20be%20subjected,or%20degrading%20treatment%20or%20punishment.
https://rm.coe.int/168006b65c
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/enlargement-policy/overview-instrument-pre-accession-assistance_en
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/enlargement-policy/overview-instrument-pre-accession-assistance_en
https://www.paragraf.rs/propisi/constitution-of-the-republic-of-serbia.html
https://n1info.rs/vesti/srbija-preuzela-ulogu-cuvara-eu-i-taj-prljavi-posao-kako-se-ponasa-policija-prema-izbeglicama/
https://www.barrons.com/news/dozens-of-migrants-accuse-serbian-police-of-violence-beatings-5c2ca425
https://www.kurir.rs/vesti/drustvo/4350750/bratislav-gasic-obisao-je-stab-u-malom-zvorniku
https://borderviolence.eu/reports/balkan-regional-report-november-2023/
https://www.kurir.rs/vesti/drustvo/4352117/otkriveno-300-iregularnih-migranata-intenzivne-akcije-od-formiranja-staba-za-suzbijanje-iregularnih-migracija-u-malom-zvorniku


https://www.telegraf.rs/vesti/hronika/3846306-u-camcu-kod-malog-zvornika-vozio-12-migranata-drzavljanin-bih-cim-je-video-policiju-skocio-u-reku


https://betabriefing.com/news/politics/26240-serbian-ministry-of-the-interior-eu-continue-cooperation-in-the-field-of-migration
https://www.slobodnaevropa.org/a/migranti-srbija-eu-jacanje-saradnje/32809149.html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7447
https://www.srbija.gov.rs/vest/en/214917/police-cooperation-between-serbia-hungary-in-preventing-irregular-migration.php
https://asylumineurope.org/reports/country/serbia/overview-main-changes-previous-report-update/
https://balkaninsight.com/2024/01/17/balkan-migrant-route-still-active-despite-falling-numbers-frontex/
https://www.mei.gov.rs/eng/news/2030/more/w/0/miscevic-and-onidi-serbia-reliable-partner-of-eu-in-migration-management-area/
https://www.srbija.gov.rs/vest/en/216153/eu-financial-support-for-cross-border-cooperation-projects-between-serbia-bosnia-and-herzegovina.php
https://www.srbija.gov.rs/vest/en/216216/continuation-of-successful-cross-border-cooperation-between-serbia-montenegro.php


https://balkaninsight.com/2024/01/22/new-bosnia-border-commission-to-pave-way-for-frontexs-deployment


https://www.efsyn.gr/ellada/dikaiomata/422876_anafora-ston-synigoro-toy-politi-gia-toys-36-nayagoys-poy-kratoyntai-stin
https://www.equal-rights.org/
https://www.facebook.com/solidaritymigrants/posts/pfbid02DUiqTQdSG4izqxQAoqpW8KmJGDb2raGLWyZ4Zy9i5pFKBRbn8VY1JiZb9qUME6d1l
https://borderviolence.eu/reports/press-release-ongoing-hunger-strike-at-paranesti-pre-removal-detention-center/
https://directus.equal-rights.org/assets/3cf24ef4-ccdc-4ccd-bc0e-bf94eb488d81
https://www.facebook.com/solidaritymigrants/posts/pfbid022mKHrzYhzuoY3bhGT3Mf46j9CDEhExN5UQFUtrt7zC9qonbBLxb5gkidx4vsaF56l
https://equal-rights.org/articles/114
https://www.efsyn.gr/ellada/dikaiomata/423529_elas-megaleio-soy


https://www.efsyn.gr/ellada/dikaiomata/421983_frontex-kata-elas-gia-toys-38-prosfyges-tis-nisidas-toy-ebroy
https://twitter.com/lk2015r/status/1749489054360494464
https://borderviolence.eu/app/uploads/BVMN-Islets-Interim-Measures-and-Illegal-Pushbacks-Greece-2022.pdf
https://borderviolence.eu/app/uploads/Statement_islet-07_08_23-1.pdf
https://borderviolence.eu/app/uploads/Statement_islet-07_08_23-1.pdf
https://borderviolence.eu/app/uploads/BVMN-Islets-Interim-Measures-and-Illegal-Pushbacks-Greece-2022.pdf
https://www.euronews.com/2022/04/29/frontex-chief-resigns-over-misconduct-and-human-rights-violations-probe
https://www.lighthousereports.com/investigation/frontex-chapter-ii-complicit-in-pushbacks/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/r61bMyNthYwN7v519


https://static1.squarespace.com/static/597473fe9de4bb2cc35c376a/t/63f669843de8b044ef5879b2/1677093290242/Detention+Handbook+%284%29.pdf
https://borderviolence.eu/app/uploads/Violence-Within-State-Borders-Greece-1.pdf
https://ihaverights.eu/european-court-of-human-rights-grants-interim-measures/








https://balkaninsight.com/2024/02/26/schengen-in-sights-eu-and-frontex-overlook-violent-bulgarian-pushbacks/
https://borderviolence.eu/testimonies/
https://borderviolence.eu/testimonies/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-border-agency-triple-officers-bulgaria-turkey-frontier-2024-02-29/


https://en.sg.gov.tr/irregular-migration-statistics
https://www.iha.com.tr/canakkale-haberleri/yunan-vicdansizligi-gocmenlerin-motorunu-soktuler-denizde-olume-terk-ettiler-58451118


https://www.goc.gov.tr/duzensiz-goc-istatistikler
https://www.tgrthaber.com.tr/gundem/istanbulda-gocmen-kacakciligi-2934752
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-68122404


https://www.goc.gov.tr/duzensiz-gocmenlerin-tespitini-kolaylastiran-ve-hizlandiran-mobil-goc-noktasi-araclarinin-sayisi-162ye-cikti#:~:text=Mobil%20G%C3%B6%C3%A7%20Noktas%C4%B1%20Uygulamas%C4%B1%20D%C3%BCnyada%20%C4%B0lk&text=Kimli%C4%9Fini%20ibraz%20edemeyenler%2C%20Mobil%20G%C3%B6%C3%A7,veri%20taban%C4%B1ndan%20gerekli%20kontrolleri%20sa%C4%9Flan%C4%B1yor.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fsKD33RFN3c
https://x.com/Gocidaresi/status/1763211846880755849?s=20
https://x.com/Gocidaresi/status/1763211846880755849?s=20


https://x.com/Gocidaresi/status/1763211846880755849?s=20
https://bianet.org/haber/sohr-turkey-continues-to-forcibly-deport-syrian-refugees-292422
https://bianet.org/haber/sohr-turkey-continues-to-forcibly-deport-syrian-refugees-292422
https://www.evrensel.net/haber/507183/multeci-muhammedin-ailesi-iskenceden-supheleniyor-ggmden-olusu-cikti


https://twitter.com/biraradayasamak/status/1742541515128250567
https://www.odatv.com/guncel/fas-uyruklu-trans-universiteli-aids-cikti-kutahya-alarmda-120028369
https://www.instagram.com/p/C3c0BR2orzM/
https://twitter.com/dw_turkce/status/1758772966454616171?s=46


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/1/10/iran-executions-amount-to-state-sanctioned-killing-un-says
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-arrests-syrian-activist-allegedly-spying-french-intelligence
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/gundem/fransa-ve-cin-istihbarat-servisleri-icin-casusluk-faaliyeti-yuruten-10-supheli-yakalandi/3144735


https://humanrightsobservers.org/
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/55408/uk-to-gain-access-to-eu-intelligence-on-human-trafficking-gangs
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/55408/uk-to-gain-access-to-eu-intelligence-on-human-trafficking-gangs
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/55461/uk-young-migrant-jailed-in-first-boat-pilot-manslaughter-conviction
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/55461/uk-young-migrant-jailed-in-first-boat-pilot-manslaughter-conviction
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/55461/uk-young-migrant-jailed-in-first-boat-pilot-manslaughter-conviction
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a69d94949fc2bad10754433/t/65daff78a482cf2b525719ef/1708851066225/No+such+thing+as+justice+here+Feb+2024+-+Full+Report.pdf




https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2019/1896/oj
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_613
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_613
https://helsinki.hu/wp-content/uploads/Frontex-human-rights-mechanisms.pdf
https://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/frontex-involved-in-illegal-pushbacks-of-hundreds-of-refugees-a-9fe90845-efb1-4d91-a231-48efcafa53a0
https://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/eu-border-agency-frontex-complicit-in-greek-refugee-pushback-campaign-a-4b6cba29-35a3-4d8c-a49f-a12daad450d7
https://www.lighthousereports.com/investigation/2200-frontex-emails-to-libya/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/01/world/europe/greece-migrants-interpreter-expelled.html
https://balkaninsight.com/2024/02/26/schengen-in-sights-eu-and-frontex-overlook-violent-bulgarian-pushbacks/
https://balkaninsight.com/2024/02/26/schengen-in-sights-eu-and-frontex-overlook-violent-bulgarian-pushbacks/
https://www.infomigrants.net/fr/post/55554/bulgaria-increases-frontex-officers-at-border
https://borderviolence.eu/app/uploads/Balkan-Region-Report-May-2020.pdf
https://euobserver.com/migration/155320


https://www.statewatch.org/news/2023/july/push-back-frontex-campaign-in-senegal-targets-deployment-of-eu-border-agency/
https://www.statewatch.org/news/2023/november/eu-planning-new-anti-migration-deals-with-egypt-and-tunisia-unrepentant-in-support-for-libya/
https://www.statewatch.org/news/2023/september/eu-commission-halts-migration-cooperation-with-niger-but-for-how-long/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2024/feb/22/videos-show-migrants-stripped-of-clothing-in-freezing-temperatures-at-serbian-border
https://www.dw.com/en/is-frontex-involved-in-illegal-pushbacks-in-the-balkans/a-56141370
https://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/decision/en/182665
https://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/decision/en/182665
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/feb/28/600-people-drowning-eu-deters-migrants-adriana-tragedy
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/feb/28/600-people-drowning-eu-deters-migrants-adriana-tragedy


https://borderviolence.eu/reports/bvmn-submission-to-the-european-ombudsmans-inquiry-oi-3-2023-mhz-role-of-frontex-in-search-and-rescue-operations/
https://fragdenstaat.de/dokumente/233972-olaf-final-report-on-frontex/
https://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/frontex-involved-in-illegal-pushbacks-of-hundreds-of-refugees-a-9fe90845-efb1-4d91-a231-48efcafa53a0
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=celex%3A32014R0656


https://tg24.sky.it/mondo/2024/02/22/migranti-albania-approvato-accordo-italia
https://ecre.org/mediterranean-italy-albania-mou-leaves-trail-of-questions-legal-implications-and-critique-germany-to-target-ngo-rescuers-as-the-civil-fleet-continues-to-save-lives-amid-italian-crack-down/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/2/22/albania-approves-contested-deal-to-hold-asylum-seekers-for-italy
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/02/01/italys-dodgy-detention-deal-albania
https://www.amnesty.it/ratifica-parlamentare-dellaccordo-italia-albania-vergognosa-e-pericolosa/
https://www.amnesty.it/ratifica-parlamentare-dellaccordo-italia-albania-vergognosa-e-pericolosa/


https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/returning-sea-migrants-libya-is-illegal-italys-top-court-says-2024-02-18/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/returning-sea-migrants-libya-is-illegal-italys-top-court-says-2024-02-18/
https://www.misterlex.it/cassazione-penale/2024/4557/
https://www.misterlex.it/cassazione-penale/2024/4557/
https://www.avvenire.it/attualita/pagine/la-cassazione-la-libia-non-e-porto-sicuro-un-crimine-portare-li-i-migranti-condanno-capitano-italiano-per-un-respingimento
https://www.avvenire.it/attualita/pagine/la-cassazione-la-libia-non-e-porto-sicuro-un-crimine-portare-li-i-migranti-condanno-capitano-italiano-per-un-respingimento
https://www.avvenire.it/attualita/pagine/la-cassazione-la-libia-non-e-porto-sicuro-un-crimine-portare-li-i-migranti-condanno-capitano-italiano-per-un-respingimento
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